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DESCRIPTOR

	Discipline:  Film, Television and Electronic Media (FTVE)
	Sub-discipline:

	General Course Title: 

Beginning Motion Picture Production
	Min. Units: 3
(2 hours lecture, 3 hours lab)

	General Course Description:  
This course provides an introduction to the theory, terminology, and process of motion picture production for film and television. Topics include basic cinematography including the operation, function and creative uses of production and post-production equipment, scriptwriting, camera operation, shot composition, lighting, sound recording and mixing, and editing.



	Number: 150
	Suffix:  

	Any rationale or comment:

	Required Prerequisites:  None

	Required Co-Requisites: None

	Advisories/Recommended Preparation: None

	Course Content:  

This course contains both theory and process and includes: 

· an overview of the process of pre-production (including scriptwriting)

· production and post-production

· creative uses of the camera including benefits and limitations of the taking media, lens operation and depth of field control, basic filters and tripod use
· picture composition
· basic lighting techniques and equipment
· basic audio including single and double-sound systems, mixing, and appropriate sound theory (i.e. balance, presence and perspective)
· general concepts of acting and directing
· post-production theory (i.e. continuity and dynamic editing) plus basic operation of nonlinear editing
· evaluation of cinematic productions for appropriate quality and individual expression.

Laboratory Activities:  (if applicable)

· participate in group and individual project work

· assemble a final individual project a live action (or dramatic creation) suitable for review and evaluation during a public showing

	Course Objectives:  At the conclusion of this course, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate both the technical and aesthetic aspects of film and digital cinema production and demonstrate knowledge of basic production techniques. 

· operate film/digital cinema field recording equipment correctly to acquire quality products. 

· conceive and execute appropriate approaches to editing field footage into cohesive projects. 

· demonstrate a hands-on ability to perform appropriate critical thinking needed for successful teamwork in television, film or other media employment. 

· demonstrate through projects that with the power of a communicator, comes moral and ethical responsibility. 

	Methods of Evaluation:  

Students will demonstrate subject matter proficiency through the submission of:

· lab projects 
· written assignments, including a project design proposal and script 
Successful completion of:

· scheduled quizzes and final exam including essay questions that will show appropriate theoretical background and critical thinking about basic multiple-camera video production 
· individual projects of increasing difficulty and scope resulting in a final project that will demonstrate appropriate practical knowledge 
· participation in classroom discussions related to course topics required


	Sample Textbooks, Manuals, or Other Support Materials

Long and Schenk. The Digital Filmmaking Handbook. Course Technology. 

Steven Ascher and Edward Pincus. The Filmmaker’s Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide for the Digital Age. 

Eve Light Honthaner. The Complete Film Production Handbook. 

Kurt Lancaster. DSLR Cinema: Crafting the Film Look with Video. 
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