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DESCRIPTOR

	Discipline:  Studio Arts
	Sub-discipline:

	General Course Title:    

Introduction to Fiber Arts


	Min. Units  3

	General Course Description:


Introduction to basic materials, methods and vocabulary used in fiber and textile media as well as the hands-on development of expressive visual ideas. Contemporary and historical development and cultural relevance of the fiber media is also explored.



	Number: ARTS 282
	Suffix:

	    Any rationale or comment



	Required Prerequisites or Co-Requisites
 

	Advisories/Recommended Preparation


	Course Content:  

1. Identification and hands-on work with a variety of fiber techniques which may include, but are not limited to: felt making and papermaking, hand-spinning, warp & weft face weaving techniques, basketry structures as well as a wide variety of non-loom techniques.

2. Identification and hands-on work with a variety of fiber materials from animal to plant sources to other alternative materials such a metal wire.

3. Safe use of a variety of tools related to fiber work.

4. Identification and integration of formal elements and principles into the design and creation of original studio projects using fibers.

5. Cultural traditions and historical varieties of fiber-oriented form, from architectural spaces to smaller objects, both functional and non-functional.

6. Analysis and criticism of fiber arts in oral and written contexts using relevant critique formats, concepts, and terminology.

7. Contemporary trends, materials, and approaches in fiber arts.  

Laboratory Activities:  (if applicable)

Lab activities support and explore information presented in lecture content such as:

1. Create original works in fibers based on the concepts, tools, materials and processes presented in class.

2. Pose, design and solve visual problems through the process of creating works using fiber materials.

3. Design personal fiber-oriented works with an understanding of the elements & principles of visual language.



	Course Objectives:  At the conclusion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Identify and work with a variety of fiber techniques which may include, but are not limited to: felt making and papermaking, hand-spinning, warp & weft face weaving techniques, basketry structures as well as a wide variety of non-loom techniques;
2. Create artwork using a variety of fiber materials derived from animal to plant sources to other alternative materials such a metal wire;
3. Safely use a variety of tools related to fiber work;
4. Integrate formal elements and principles into the design and creation of original studio projects using fibers;
5. Identify cultural traditions and historical varieties of fiber-oriented form, from architectural spaces to smaller objects, both functional and non-functional;
6. Analyze and critique artwork in oral and written contexts using relevant critique formats, concepts, and terminology;
7. Examine and describe contemporary trends, materials, and approaches in fiber arts.  



	Methods of Evaluation:  

Portfolio of completed work; 

Group and individual critiques in oral or written formats; 

Written assignments, which may include quizzes, essays, exams, or reports.     



	Sample Textbooks, Manuals, or Other Support Materials

Held, Shirley, Weaving: A Handbook of the Fiber Arts.
Weiner, Annette, Cloth and Human Experience.

Professional Magazines/Journals:

   Surface Design, FiberArts, Hand Papermaking, American Craft
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� Prerequisite or co-requisite course need to be validated at the CCC level in accordance with Title 5 regulations; co-requisites for CCCs are the linked courses that must be taken at the same time as the primary or target course.


� Advisories or recommended preparation will not require validation but are recommendations to be considered by the student prior to enrolling.  
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