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DESCRIPTOR

	Discipline:  Studio Arts
	Sub-discipline: 

	General Course Title: 

Color Theory
	Min. Units 3

	General Course Description: 

A study of the principles, theories, and applications of additive and subtractive color in two dimensions.  Topics will include major historical and contemporary color systems, production of projects in applied color, and the elements of design as they apply to color.



	Number: ARTS 270
	Suffix:  

	    Any rationale or comment



	Required Prerequisites or Co-Requisites
 

	Advisories/Recommended Preparation


	Course Content:

1. History of color and the development of the color palette. 

2. Color systems and color organization. 

3. How color is perceived - light, vision, and the brain. 

4. Value, hue, intensity (chroma), and color temperature. 

5. Colors, palettes and materials. 

6. Additive and subtractive color (light and paint). 

7. Color and composition. 

8. Identifying and understanding color mixtures. 

9. Cultural influences on color usage. 

10. Color usage in contemporary art and design. 

11. Color and Technology

12. Critical evaluation and critique of class projects. 
 Laboratory Activities:  (if applicable)

1. Basic design assignments in which the student is required to demonstrate knowledge and skill in the use of the principles of color theory.

2. Assignments in which the student is required to use a variety of color systems and application techniques appropriate to different art historical periods and styles.  



	Course Objectives:  At the conclusion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. Create aesthetically complete designs and images that demonstrate a working knowledge of: 

· Color systems and color organization, 

· Principles of color perception - light, vision, and the brain, 

· Value, hue, intensity (chroma), and color temperature, 

· Additive and subtractive color (light and paint),

· Relationships between color and composition, 

· Color usage in contemporary art and design; 

2. Make individual aesthetic decisions and judgments related to their own artwork; 

3. Skillfully use a variety of artistic materials, techniques and tools; 

4. Independently produce finished color assignments that demonstrate an understanding of color theory and principles in the history of art; 


5. Comprehend and describe how color is perceived biologically, psychologically, culturally, symbolically and intuitively.



	Methods of Evaluation:  

Portfolio of completed work; 

Group and individual critiques in oral or written formats; 

Written assignments, which may include quizzes, essays, exams, or reports.     



	Sample Textbooks, Manuals, or Other Support Materials

Fisher & Zelanski. Color. 
Finlay, Victoria. Color - Natural History of the Palette. 
David Horning. Color- A Workshop Approach. 
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� Prerequisite or co-requisite course need to be validated at the CCC level in accordance with Title 5 regulations; co-requisites for CCCs are the linked courses that must be taken at the same time as the primary or target course.


� Advisories or recommended preparation will not require validation but are recommendations to be considered by the student prior to enrolling.  
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