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	Discipline:  Geography
	Sub-discipline:

	General Course Title:  California Geography
	Min. Units: 3

	General Course Description:  
A thematic approach to the state’s issues, processes and topics relevant to geography including climate, landforms, natural vegetation, water resources, cultural landscape, ethnic diversity, urban and agricultural regions, and the economy.  This course explores the physical, and human landscapes that have evolved as a result of the human-environment interface.

	Number:  GEOG 140
	Suffix:  

	    Any rationale or comment



	Required Prerequisites
: None 

	Required Co-Requisites: None

	Advisories/Recommended Preparation
 Ability to read a college level text, eligibility for English composition

	Course Content:
1) The major physical elements of California

a. Landforms

b. Climate

c. Vegetation

d. Soil

e. Water resources

2) The human geography of California

a. Population and distribution

b. Economic activities

c. Cultural landscapes

d. Political Landscapes

Laboratory Activities:  (if applicable)



	Course Objectives:  At the conclusion of this course, the student should be able to:
· Examine the physical processes which shape the natural 
environments of California. 

· Analyze the use of natural resources in the state, particularly the role of water in the development of both the economic and cultural landscapes of California. 

· Analyze the influence of varying cultural and ethnic groups in the shaping of the cultural landscapes of California. 

· Evaluate the origins and development of agriculture and industry in California. 

· Compare patterns of urban development in the state and evaluate current and future trends.


	Methods of Evaluation:  

Objective and subjective midterm and final examinations. Reports, projects, and/or homework problems.



	Sample Textbooks, Manuals, or Other Support Materials

Rediscovering The Golden State (William Selby)
California (Peters, et al.)
California, the Geography of Diversity (Miller, et al)
or other college level text as selected by the instructor
Other Support Materials:

Atlas of California

Water Atlas of California
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� Prerequisite or co-requisite course need to be validated at the CCC level in accordance with Title 5 regulations; co-requisites for CCCs are the linked courses that must be taken at the same time as the primary or target course.


� Advisories or recommended preparation will not require validation but are recommendations to be considered by the student prior to enrolling.  
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